NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAR

As for khadi? it has a kind of a place if we tear it from its-
root which is ahimsa. It no longer occupies the proud place of
being the symbol par excellence of ahimsa. Those who being in
the political field support khadi do so because it has attained that
vogue. Today three cheers belong not to khadi but to mill clothr
for we labour under the delusion that but for the manufactures
from our mills, millions would have to go naked. Can there be
a greater hallucination than this ? We grow enough cotton in
the country. We have any number of handlooms and spinning,
wheels. India is not unused to the art of hand-spinning and
hand-weaving, but somehow or other the fear has seized us that
the millions will not take to hand-spinning arid weaving hand-
spun yarn for their own needs. A haunted man "will detect fear
even when there is no cause for it. And do we not know that
many more die of fright than of the actual disease, the very name-
of which has given them the fright ?

New Delhi, 25-10-'47

(Translated from the original in Gujarati>
Harijan; 2-11-1947
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WORKING OF AHIMSA
This evening when as usual before the prayer meeting the1
audience was asked if there was any objector to the Quran*
verses being recited as part of the prayer, one member spoke up<
and persisted in his objection. Gandhiji had made it clear that,
if there was such objection, he would neither have public prayer
nor the after-prayer speech on current events. Consequently,,
he sent word that there would be neither prayer nor speech
before the public. But the gathering would not disperse with-
out seeing Gandhiji. He, therefore, went to the rostrum and said,
a few words on -the reason t for abstention and the working of.
ahimsa as he understood it. He said that it was unseemly for
anyone to object to the prayer, especially, when it was on a pri-
vate lawn. Nevertheless, his ahimsa warned, him against disre-
garding even one objector when an overwhelming majority were
likely to overawe one person into silence. It would be otherwise